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As of Q3 2019, the rate of fentanyl poisoning deaths (per 100,000 people) in Alberta is 20%
lower than the 2018 rate, and 6% lower than the 2017 rate. The most current data shows that
there have been 458 deaths from apparent accidental opioid poisonings in Q3 2019, an overall
decrease compared to 576 deaths in Q3 2018. So far, the 2019 rate of deaths (per 100,000
people) in Grande Prairie is 34, a slight increase from a rate of 32.4 in 2018. This means that
there were 19 fentanyl related deaths in Grande Prairie as of Q3 2019. Accidental drug
poisoning deaths outlined in this update relate to both prescription and illicitly obtained
opioids. The term “apparent accidental” is used by Alberta Health to distinguish from death as a
result of suicide.

Recently Released Data

e |In December 2019, Alberta Health released the 2019 Q3 “Alberta Opioid Response
Surveillance Report”. A summary of key data for Grande Prairie is included below.

o Asof Q3 2019, Grande Prairie has the highest rate of apparent accidental drug
poisoning deaths related to fentanyl at 34 (per 100,000 people), though GP saw
a decrease compared to Q2.

o Asof Q3 2019, Grande Prairie has the second highest rate of Emergency Medical
Service responses to opioid related events at 286 (per 100,000 people), though
GP saw a decrease compared to Q2.

e Asof Q3 2019, 82% of all opioid poisoning deaths in Alberta occurred in larger urban
municipalities (Edmonton, Calgary, Red Deer, Grande Prairie, Fort McMurray, and
Medicine Hat).

e AsofQ3 2019, 86% of all opioid poisoning deaths in Alberta are related to fentanyl

o 1In 2019, 81% of accidental fentanyl related deaths in Alberta listed at least one
other substance as a contributing factor

=  Methamphetamine 49% of the time

= Cocaine 28% of the time

= Alcohol 24% of the time

e The proportion of fentanyl poisoning deaths where heroin was

listed as a contributing factor has decreased from 25% in 2016, to
7% in 2019

e Asof Q3 2019, Grande Prairie saw a 30% increase in visits to Supervised Consumption

Services compared to Q2 2019
o From July to September 2019, there were 37 overdoses at Grande Prairie’s
Supervised Consumption site with no fatalities, a decrease from 42 overdoses
during April to June 2019



= Supervised Consumption Services in Canada provide cost savings, with an
estimated S5 saved for every $1 spent?
e In Q3, ACT Medical had 55 new methadone treatment starts and 75 restarts? (total
appointments not individuals). Methadone is used as an opioid substation therapy.
e InlJuly 2019, Alberta Health released the report on “Opioid-related Deaths in Alberta in
2017: Review of Medical Examiner Data”. A summary of key data is included below.
e Risk factors:
o 83% have a history of mental iliness (anxiety, depression, bipolar, schizophrenia)
o 41% have been incarcerated or under supervision
o 36% suffer from chronic pain
e Demographic profile:
77% male, average age 38yrs
64% Caucasian, 18% Indigenous
64% employed, 53% work in trades, transport, and equipment
o 81% in stable housing
Youth, First Nations & LGBTQ+ are overrepresented in opioid related deaths
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Actions in Response to the Opioid Crisis

Action Community Response Output
Overdose e Supervised Consumption Site e 2,646 SCS visits by 119
Response operated by Northreach since unique individuals, 252
March 11, 2019 Naloxone kits distributed
e Take-home Naloxone Program through SCS, 37 EMS calls
operated by Northreach since prevented, 30 overdose
2015 reversals with O fatalities

e 27,343 needles collected
(21,891 from community
organization collection bins)

Community e 42 educational workshops on e 19 naloxone education
Outreach cultural awareness & overdose sessions offered at
prevention Northreach Society

e 8 cultural awareness and
overdose prevention
workshops at Northreach
Society

e 12 other overdose related
education sessions by

1 Alberta Community Council on HIV, “A Community-Based Report on Alberta’s SCS Effectiveness”, 2019.
2 Restarts refer to individuals who have previously undertaken treatment, stopped treatment at some point, and
have now returned to enter treatment again



Northreach Society including
substance education

2 opioid education sessions
offered through Community
Social Development

1 Naloxone education
sessions offered through
Primary Care Network

Funding e Intermunicipal Opioid Coordinate transfer of
Response to develop data knowledge and experience
sharing mechanism between between municipalities
Alberta cities Collaborate on data sharing

to develop an intermunicipal
opioid resource guide

City e Community Opioid Response Opioid Response Strategy

Leadership Task Force established by Everyoneisimpacted.com

Mayor Given in 2017 to
facilitated dialogue between
municipal government,
community services, health
agencies, law enforcement,
and community members

(includes local video content
and facilitation guides
focused on stigma)
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